
You’re Just my Type!
Artifact Typology, Form and Function

Illinois Archaeology Month 2016
www.illinoisarchaeology.org

Contributors to 2016 IAAM include: Illinois Archaeological Survey - Illinois State Archaeological Survey/Prairie Research Institute -
 Illinois Department of Transportation - Illinois Association for Advancement of Archaeology -  American Resources Group -

 Shawnee National Forest - Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie - Upper Midwest Archaeology -

 Starved Rock Foundation - Center for American Archeology - Cultural Resource Analysts, Inc. - Farmland Archaeological Services
Past Sponsors:  Center for Archaeological Investigations, Southern Illinois University, Carbondale - Dickson Mounds Museum -

Department of Anthropology, University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign - Illinois State Museum

Undecorated Creamware ca. 1775-1820

“Royal” pattern plates and barrel-shaped pitcher.

Edge Decorated Pearlware ca.1800-1830

“Shell” and other edge patterns on plates and platters.

Annular-Decorated “Dipt” Pearlware ca. 1790-1830

Hollow wares for the table-bowls and pitchers

“China Glaze” Painted Pearlware ca. 1780-1815

Earliest form of painted pearlware, in direct imitation of Chinese 
porcelain teawares.

“Mineral Pigment” Painted Pearlware ca. 1790-1820

Tea cups and saucers.

Broad-Painted Pearlware ca. 1815-1830

Teawares with broader patterns that replaced earlier “China Glaze” motifs.

Transfer Printed Pearlware ca. 1790-1830

The darker blue pigments were 
the most popular on tableware 
and teawares during the mid-
late 1820s.

Transfer Printed Whiteware ca. 1830-1850

New colors afforded by changes in glaze 
technology, used on all vessel forms.

Cahokia A.D. 900-A.D.1,400 Small, true arrow points dating to the 
Mississippian  Period. Triangular in 
form with straight sides and notches 
placed perpendicular to the long axis 
about a third of the length from the 
base. A variant of this style has an 
additional notch placed in the center 
of the basal edge. These points 
generally exhibit refined flaking and 
may have serrated blade edges.

Snyders 150 B.C.-A.D. 200 (Most common prior to A.D. 50)

Broad, triangular or “heart-shaped” 
Middle Woodland point with deep, 
round corner notches produced using a 
punch technique. The blade is typically 
flat and covered in large, shallow 
percussion flake scars. The basal edge 
is most frequently convex. These points 
probably served a variety of functions, 
and in some cases, may have served a 
strictly ceremonial purpose.

Adena—Waubesa 500 B.C.-A.D. 1

Early to Middle Woodland 
point that was likely used 
for spears, darts, and 
knives. The broad blade 
ends in distinct, but short 
shoulders that lead into a 
rounded contracting stem. 
Large, random percussion 
flakes are generally visible 
across the blade.

Osceola 3,400-2,600 B.C.
Medium to large-sized 
Late Archaic spear or 
dart point. These points 
are parallel sided and 
concave based, with 
squared ears and deep, 
U-shaped side notches 
often set obliquely to the 
edge.

Fox Valley 6,200-6,000 B.C. Small Early  Archaic spear or dart 
point. These points generally have a 
bifurcated base and serrated blade 
edges. They may be exceptionally 
thin. One of the most notable traits of 
Fox Valley points is the truncation of 
one or both shoulders which is often 
compared to a clipped bird’s wing.

Kirk Corner Notched 8,500-7,600 B.C. Early Archaic spear 
or dart point.
Roughly triangular in 
form with U-shaped 
corner notches. Fine 
parallel pressure 
flaking and serration 
are common. 
Lateral edges 
are occasionally 
beveled.

St. Charles 8,800-8,000 B.C.

Early Archaic spear 
or dart point with 
deep side notches 
and a fan shaped 
base. These points 
typically exhibit large 
percussion flaking 
that extends to the 
center of the blade or 
farther. Fine pressure 
retouch and serration 
along the edges is 
common as is a left 
edge bevel.

Hardin Barbed 9,000-8,000 B.C.

Early Archaic spear or 
dart point with a slightly to 
moderately expanding or 
occasionally eared stem. 
Shoulders are distinctly 
barbed. Fine parallel 
pressure flaking during 
resharpening often resulted 
in a left edge bevel.

Clovis 11,500-11,000 B.C.

Paleoindian fluted spear 
point. Lanceolate in form 
with a distinctive flake 
removed from the basal 
edge that extends towards 
the tip. Large percussion 
flake scars extend across 
the blade to the midpoint or 
farther and lower edges and 
base are dulled.


